
Drivers, brake for moose and deer 

Moose and deer are more active during fall breeding seasons. 
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Because fall is the breeding season for both moose and white-tailed deer, MassWildlife reminds 
motorists to be mindful of increased deer and moose activity, especially during early morning and 
evening hours. Moose, found in central and western parts of Massachusetts, breed in September and 
October. White-tailed deer breed from late October to early December. 

Moose on the road are especially hazardous. The dark color and height of moose make them difficult to 
see in low light; moose eyes rarely shine like deer eyes because their eyes are above headlight level. In 
addition, long legs and heavy top bodies make moose very dangerous to motorists when struck. Observe 
road signs for moose and deer crossings and slow down. Do not swerve to avoid hitting a deer because 
it may lead to more risk and damage than hitting the deer. Moose are less likely to move from the road 
than deer, so stay alert and brake when you see a moose in or near the road. 

Deer and moose/vehicle collisions should be reported to the Environmental Police at 1-800-632-8075. In 
the event of a deer/vehicle collision, the driver or passengers of the vehicle involved (MA residents only) 
may salvage the deer by bringing it to a MassWildlife Office to be officially tagged. 

 


